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Letter to Editor

Surgical Value of Neurocysticercosis
Beuy JOOB1, Viroj WIWANITKIT2
1
2

Sanitation 1 Medical Academic Center, Medical Center, Bangkok, Thailand
Hainan Medical University, Department of Tropical Medicine, Haikou, China

Dear Editor,

T

he recent article on surgical value of neurocysticercosis (NCC) is very interesting (3). Xiao et al.(3) concluded
that “As for extraparenchymal NCC, surgical therapy is
a valuable treatment as an alternative due to its fatal complications” and “For the patient with intraventricular NCC associated with hydrocephalus, the effect of a simple VP shunt
seems unsatisfactory, and craniotomy for cyst resection is
necessary”.
We would like to share our ideas and experience on this
topic. The first issue is whether surgical removal is required
or not for NCC. Some NCC might not require surgical
treatment or surgery may be contraindicated and the use of
conservative treatment is an interesting choice. In the report
by Chotmongkol (2), the author stated that a 2-week course
of albendazole is effective for the treatment of NCC. Another
issue is the complications of surgery. Major surgery might
result in post-surgical complications.

qr

de

co

The use of a minimally invasive surgical technique such as endoscopic surgery is the current interesting alternative surgical
approach for the management of NCC (1).
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